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Filed for intro on  06/07/2001

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION 430
By  Crowe

A RESOLUTION To honor the memory of Maude Alice Sellers
Crookshanks.

WHEREAS, The members of this General Assembly were greatly saddened to learn of

the death of Maude Alice Sellers Crookshanks; and

WHEREAS, Maude Crookshanks was an exemplary woman who strove with loving

dedication to improve the quality of life for her fellow citizens in numerous capacities; and

WHEREAS, A lifelong resident of Washington County and the descendent of a regional

pioneer family, she was the youngest daughter of James Joseph and Pauline Harman Sellers

and a loving sister to her four sisters and one brother; and

WHEREAS, A sterling scholar, Mrs. Crookshanks attended Leesburg School and was a

distinguished graduate of Jonesborough High School; she also attended Tusculum College

where she lettered in Basketball and earned her teaching certificate from East Tennessee State

Teacher’s College, which is now named East Tennessee State University; and

WHEREAS, Maude Alice Sellers Crookshanks meritoriously served for several years as

a teacher in one- and two-room county schools, including her alma mater, Leesburg School; the
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very epitome of the conscientious and committed educator, she made a positive difference in

the lives of countless young people; and

WHEREAS, A highly respected member of her community, Maude Crookshanks served

with distinction as a delegate to State and National Conventions, Acting Postmaster of

Jonesborough for two years, a member of the Home Demonstration Club, a member of the

Leesburg Community Club, a member of the Daughters of the American Revolution, and a

member of the Daughters of the Colonists; and

WHEREAS, She helped establish numerous community and school programs, including

the local Red Cross, March of Dimes, County Band Parents’ Association, and the Democratic

Women’s Club, which she also chaired for several terms; and

WHEREAS, A lifelong member of the Democratic Party, Mrs. Crookshanks was

politically active before it was an acceptable interest for women; a woman of integrity and

principle, she respected a candidate's individual character over their party affiliation and when

her health limited her physically, she continued her political activism over the phone; and

WHEREAS, Maude Alice Sellers Crookshanks was deeply devoted to her family and

considered them to be a great blessing in her life; as a wife and mother, she made her home a

joyful haven; and

WHEREAS, Maude Crookshanks enjoyed the love and support of her husband, William

O. Crookshanks, who preceded her in death; and

WHEREAS, She will be sorely missed by her daughter, Linda Crookshanks Carmichel;

her grandson, James Thomas Crain III; her three great-grandchildren, Catherine Elizabeth

Crain, James Thomas Crain, and Jacob Anderson Crain; her sister, Olive S. Kane; her two

nieces, one nephew, and several great- and great-great nieces and nephews; and

WHEREAS, Called “Miss Maude” later in her life, Mrs. Crookshanks was also lovingly

dubbed “G-G Maude” by her great-grandchildren; and
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WHEREAS, Maude Alice Sellers Crookshanks was a faithful and active member of the

Jonesborough Presbyterian Church; at her graveside service it was remarked, “She never

doubted the future because she never doubted God’s wisdom"; and

WHEREAS, Independent until her ninetieth year, Maude Crookshanks was up, dressed,

and wearing make-up and jewelry every morning by 6:00 a.m.; she was an extensive reader,

enjoying history biographies and the newspaper, which she read cover-to-cover every day; and

WHEREAS, She had a great love of music and was a talented musician; she played the

piano and organ at ninety and was one of the few parents of her time who enjoyed listening to

Elvis and the Beatles with their children; she also delighted in genealogical research and was a

valued contributor to many publications relating to regional and family histories; and

WHEREAS, Respecting the past, but embracing change and progress, Mrs.

Crookshanks watched every televised space lift-off; she often commented about how fortunate

she was to be of a generation that had progressed from the horse and buggy to the moon; and

WHEREAS, Maude Alice Sellers Crookshanks and her husband, William O.

Crookshanks, were among the first County farm families to participate in the Test

Demonstration Farm Program with the Agricultural Extension Service; their innovative farming

practices earned them recognition as “Master Farm Family of the Year” and as Progressive

Farmer magazine’s “Tennessee Farm Family of the Year” and drew observers from as far as

Denmark, Sweden, and England; and

WHEREAS, A kind neighbor and citizen, Maude Crookshanks’s life of service stands as

a testament to the difference one person can make; and

WHEREAS, She leaves behind an indelible legacy of integrity in public life, compassion

and loyalty in private life, and faith and dedication in all her chosen endeavors; and

WHEREAS, It is fitting that this General Assembly should pause to remember the

bountiful life of this exceptional human being; now, therefore,
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BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE ONE HUNDRED SECOND GENERAL

ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

CONCURRING, That we honor the memory of Maude Alice Sellers Crookshanks, reflecting

fondly upon her impeccable character, her steadfast commitment to her family and community,

and celebrate the beauty that was her life.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That we express our sympathy and offer our

condolences to the family of Maude Crookshanks.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That an appropriate copy of this resolution be prepared

for presentation with this final clause omitted from such copy.


